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though iu the treaty, or pretended treaty, aforesaid,
nothing more is purported than to give a simple per-
mission to the Nabob to seize upon and confiscate the
estates, leaving the execution or non-execution of the
same wholly to his discretion, yet it appears, by sev-
eral letters from Nathaniel Middleton, Esquire, the
Resident at the Court of Oude, of the 6th, 7th, and
9th of December, 1781, that no such discretion as ex
pressed in the treaty was left, or intended to be left,
with him, the said Nabob, but that the said article
ought practically to have a construction of a directly
contrary tendency: that, instead of considering the
article as originating from the Nabob, and containing
a power provided in his favor which he did not pos-
sess before, the confiscation of the jaghires aforesaid
was to be considered as a measure originating from
the English, and to be intended for their benefit,
and, as such, that the execution was to be forced
upon him; and the execution thereof was according-
ly forced upon him. And the Resident, Middleton,
on the Nabob's refusal to act in contradiction to his
sworn engagement guarantied by the East India Com-
pany, and in the undutiful and unnatural manner
required, did totally supersede his authority in his
own dominions, considering himself as empowered
so to act by the instructions of the said Hastings,
although he had reason to apprehend a general in-
surrection in consequence thereof, and that he found
it necessary to remove his family, " which he did not
wish to retain there, in case of a rupture with the Na-
bob> or the necessity of employing the British forces
in the reduction of his aumils and troops " ; and he
did accordingly, as sovereign, issue his own edicts and
warrants, in defiance of the resistance of the Nabob,